
1 

 

 
 
 

“Towards COP 21 // En avant la COP 21” 
A week-long event on climate change 

at the Institut Français du Nigeria 
 

Opening ceremony  
Unveiling of the photo exhibition “ 60 solutions against climate change”  

 
 

Speech by His Excellency the Ambassador of France i n Nigeria 
Mr Denys GAUER 

Abuja, 23 November 2015 
 
 
Distinguished guests, dear partners and colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Let me first welcome you to the Institut Français du Nigeria, for this event 
organized jointly by the Embassy of France, the Institut Français du Nigeria 
and the French Development Agency. 
 
I would also like to appreciate the presence of Mrs Abiola-Awe, representing 
the Federal Ministry of Environment - thank you for being with us Madam -, 
and the one of Mr Richard Young, Deputy Head of Mission at the European 
Union Delegation in Abuja. 
 
Climate change and the protection of environment have been one of the top 
priorities on the international agenda throughout the year. The topic has been 
discussed by governments, different kinds of authorities, official negotiators, 
civil society members, the media, and here we are: in exactly a week from 
now, the United Nations 2015 Climate Change Conference, also called “COP 
21”, will start in Paris.  
 
Why is this international conference so important?  
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First, because we have progressively understood that climate change is a 
reality, a severe global threat which needs to be addressed. Global warming is 
the result of anthropic causes, the result of our economical activities, of 
burning coal and oil, of cutting and burning trees that sends so-called “green-
house gases”, mainly carbon dioxide, in the atmosphere. 
 
In Nigeria, the people are already affected by climate change. Let us think 
about these populations, especially in the North of the country, suffering from 
droughts obliged to change their agricultural practices because of the scarcity 
of water, higher temperatures and deforestation. I also think about all the 
people that are deprived access to basic needs such as water or power, or the 
local communities badly affected by pollution and gas flaring in the Niger 
Delta. 
 
The second reason why the COP 21 is important is because it offers the 
opportunity for all countries in the world to commit themselves in finding 
solutions against climate change and in reaching an agreement. 
 
All of you have followed the recent terrorist attacks in Paris and I would like to 
take this opportunity for thanking the Nigerian authorities and people for all the 
messages of support and solidarity that my colleagues and I have received. 
Despite these brutal events, our government and specially our Foreign Affairs 
Minister have decided not to cancel or postpone the COP 21. This shows the 
importance given to climate change and to this conference. 
 
The international community has one clear but difficult objective: it is to 
contain the global warming under 2° Celsius by the end of the century , a 
limit beyond which the impacts for the world population would be very difficult 
to handle. To succeed, every country must announce how it will reduce its 
emissions of greenhouse gases. Concrete actions and ambitious commitments 
are necessary. 
 
This was the purpose of the National contributions that all the parties were 
invited to submit before the Paris Conference. More than 160 countries around 
the world have submitted their iNDC so far. We hope that the few countries 
who have not done it yet, will be able to submit this document this week, 
before the COP 21 starts. As far as it is concerned, the European Union is 
playing its part with an announced reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 
at least 40% compared to 1990.  
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As incoming presidency of the COP 21, France has worked this year with all 
countries, transparently, to support the negotiating process towards an 
agreement everyone will be able to own. 
 
When the conference will be over, on 11th of December, we hope we will have 
achieved a “Paris Alliance for Climate” which will be a universal and legally 
binding agreement. This agreement will have to equally concern mitigation and 
adaptation. It will also have to take into account everyone’s responsibilities and 
capabilities. The agreement will have to be long-term, to address the issue of 
financing the fight against climate change, and to establish a process of 
cooperation between us.  
 
Coming back to our event here in Abuja, as you have certainly seen in our 
invitation, it will be a week-long program. From now until Saturday, there will 
be an event every night here, in these premises. 
 
Today is the unveiling of the photo exhibition “60 solutions against climate 
change”, presented by the French Development Agency together with the 
GoodPlanet Foundation. The pictures are from the renowned French 
photographer Yann Arthus-Bertrand. The exhibition covers 4 major topics: 
“Living together”, “Feeding the world”, “Energy efficiency”, and “To adapt”. I 
particularly like the fact that the exhibition proposes 60 solutions against 
climate change because this is exactly what the COP 21 will be about: finding 
and adopting solutions! 
 
Tomorrow, we will be hosting an event dedicated to Lake Chad. A special 
guest, Mr Jacques Lemoalle, from the French Research Institute for 
Development, has come from France for presenting an expert group review he 
has supervised, called “Development of Lake Chad, current situation and 
possible outcomes”. His study has been presented in Chad, Cameroon and 
Niger and it will be done for the first time here in Nigeria. His presentation will 
be followed by comments from Nigerian actors and a discussion with the 
public. 
 
From Wednesday to Friday, we will screen different movies, with a special 
event on Thursday: after the projection of two excellent short movies on India 
and Kenya, the public will be invited to participate in a discussion on Climate 
or Development with the French Development Agency’s environmental project 
officer, Mr Adesoji Ademola. 
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And last but not least, for the closing event on Saturday, we have partnered 
with the European Union Delegation, the British High Commission and the 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany. You will be able to watch an 
excellent documentary on climate change in Nigeria called “Nowhere To Run: 
Nigeria’s Climate and Environmental Crisis”, by the Shehu Musa Yar’Adua 
Foundation. The premiere was organized last Tuesday at the Yar’Adua 
Conference Centre in Abuja. The film has also been shown a few days ago in 
Aké Festival in Abeokuta. It will be screened here on Saturday before being 
shown at the COP 21 in Paris. 
 
All the events are free. Please be welcome every night. 
 
I wish you all a very pleasant evening and a pleasant week!  
 
Thank you for your attention./. 
 
 


