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Excellencies, distinguished guests, dear colleagues and partners, ladies and gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all tonight, at the Institut Français du Nigeria, as we 
celebrate the 2015 Human Rights Day – just 67 years after the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights was adopted in Paris, and just 31 years after the adoption of the Convention 
against torture.  

First, let me thank the Head of the European Union Delegation, Ambassador Michel Arrion, 
and the Executive Secretary of the National Human Rights Commission, Professor Bem 
Angwe, with whom we have had the pleasure to organize this event.  

Today, on the eve of the Human Rights Day , and tomorrow, on this now famous December 
Tenth, we have the opportunity to remember, and remind, and repeat, together with many 
people all around the world, that human rights are universal  and apply to all , irrespective of 
race, age, tribe, creed, gender, wealth, or political affiliation. Yes, human rights apply to all, 
and not as a privilege, not as a gift, not as a favor, not as a permission, but as a plain right.  

Reviewing the last twelve months in Nigeria, I cannot of course recall all the cases and 
situations where people have been suffering from a violation of their basic individual rights, 
as well as lack of access to justice, to education, to healthcare and to security. 

But I wish at least to mention the ordeal of the still detained Chibok girls , the tragedy of all 
the other girls and women who have been similarly abducted before and after them, and of all 
the victims of the continuing abject wave of terrorism. 

Some months ago, I have seen, at the entrance of the University of Ibadan, a poster 
presenting a poor child, a street seller, and the caption below was: “corruption deprived me of 
education”. This is also important, and let us support the efforts presently made to promote 
honesty and moralize public life. 
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Several activities are organized or have already been carried out to celebrate the Human 
Rights Day in Nigeria. 

For the third year in a row, my country is glad to be part of it, to host an event in these 
premises, and to stand by the National Human Rights Commission but also a significant 
number of local, national and international NGOs that are active in the protection and 
promotion of fundamental rights in Nigeria. 

This support is one of the priorities of the French cooperation effort here, an effort presently 
oriented towards child protection, access to justice for women, fighting human trafficking and 
support to Internally Displaced Persons.  

Coming back to our event tonight, and to conclude, you will first attend and participate in a 
panel discussion on violence against women and girls in the North-East of Nigeria. I would 
like to thank the different speakers who have accepted to share their experience and 
knowledge with us:  
- Mrs Hauwa Ibrahim , a renowned Nigerian human rights lawyer who was awarded the 
European Parliament Sakharov Prize in 2005 
- Mrs Mausi Segun , Nigeria researcher for Human Rights Watch 
- Mrs Saudatu Mahdi , Secretary General of Women's Rights Advancement and Protection 
Alternative (WRAPA) 
- and Doctor Habiba Ibrahim Abdullahi , a medical practitioner and gynecologist. 
The discussion will be moderated by Mrs Grace Osakue , director of the NGO "Girls Power 
Initiative", which is doing a tremendous work in empowering women and girls but also in 
fighting human trafficking in Nigeria. The French Embassy was glad to support their efforts 
for the past two years, especially in Edo State. 
 
Then, after the discussion, we will screen "The Man Who Mends Women" , a documentary 
by the Belgian director Thierry Michel, about the life and work of a Congolese Doctor called 
Denis Mukwege. This man, who was awarded last year the same Prize as Mrs Hauwa 
Ibrahim – the Sakharov Prize – supports, helps and cures women who have been raped in 
the East of the Democratic Republic of Congo. I have to say that this movie is quite striking 
and includes shocking images.  

The screening will be followed by a cocktail here [on the right], which will be for us an 
opportunity to discuss the movie around a drink. 

Given tonight's heartbreaking topic, I cannot wish you a "pleasant" evening, but I am 
confident that the exchanges will be stimulating and I certainly wish to all of us a lot of 
success for the future, in our daily fight for the protection of victims in Nigeria! 

Thank you for your attention./. 


